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 Funded Partners: Attleboro Police Department, Taunton Boys & Girls Club Metro South,

Taunton Housing Authority, Taunton Police Department

Funded by the Executive Office of Public Safety and Security's Office of Grants and Research, the Charles E. Shannon
Community Safety Initiative (Shannon) is modeled after the Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention's
Comprehensive Gang Model. Shannon is a multi-sector approach used to address a community's gang and youth
violence problem. Each community receiving Shannon funding demonstrates the presence of risk factors for youth and
gang violence. Shannon participants must be between the ages of 10-24 years. 

Massachusetts Executive Office of Public Safety and Security, Office of Grants and Research, Thomas A. Turco III, Secretary
To learn more visit: https://www.mass.gov/service-details/shannon-community-safety-initiative-csi

Youth in danger of engaging in risky
behavior or gang activity. 

Youth exposed to the same risk factors
as low-risk youth, as well as additional
risk factors such as truancy. 
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Youth who are perpetrators or victims of
shooting or stabbing violence, and/or
are known gang members.  

Strategies, Outcomes, and Funding Allocation*
Total Funding: $88,541

“We had a male student who described being bullied in
school and the issues surrounding other students'

negative actions towards him. Officers allowed the
student to talk through the issues, identifying coping

strategies and conflict resolution. We also discussed the
possible reasons behind the bullying. The student was

empowered to handle the situation in a positive manner
without resorting to violence or petty behavior.”

~Attleboro Police Department

*Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, Shannon CSI programs may have adjusted programming options (e.g., reduced numbers served to
meet restrictions, remote programming) and/or shifted funding allocations.

 * % of youth assessed for risk; responses in risk assessment may have been
impacted by changes in context due to COVID-19 pandemic. 

Youth Risk Assessments Success Highlight

https://www.nationalgangcenter.gov/Comprehensive-Gang-Model


In 2020, the Taunton Police Department confirmed 10 gangs comprising
approximately 170 gang members, of which over 45% were under the age of 25.
Gang activity included drug trafficking, shootings, stabbings, assault and battery,
domestic assault, and home invasions. Attleboro Police Department identified 59
known gang members from 21 different gangs with 3% of these individuals below
the age of 25. Gang activity in Attleboro included offenses such as drug dealing,
simple assault, and weapons offenses.
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Information contained in this report is from funding applications, reports supplied by the site, MA Department of Elementary
and Secondary Education, US Census, MA Executive Office of Labor and Workforce Development, and Office of Grants and
Research / Research Policy and Analysis Division. Special thanks to the Statewide Research Partner, the Center on Crime and
Community Resilience at Northeastern University, for preparing this brief.
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